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EUROPEAN UNION SPEAKS OUT ON THE TRIALS FOR POLITICALLY-MOTIVATED MURDERS IN BANGLADESH
The trials in Bangladesh for politically-motivated murders are attracting considerable international attention. In view of this, the Delegation of the European Union is issuing a statement on the issues concerned.

Statement on Bangladesh on behalf of Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
1. The European Union recalls that due legal process is a key safeguard of fundamental rights and welcomes the respect being shown in Bangladesh for the principle that judicial proceedings be free from political interference.  It also strongly supports the Government's zero tolerance with regard to extra-judicial killings.

2. The EU notes that respect for due process in high-profile trials is particularly significant for a country's international reputation. The EU is paying close attention to judicial proceedings concerning politically motivated murders committed in Bangladesh during, and shortly after, the struggle for independence, as well as those committed more recently.

3. The EU underlines its longstanding opposition on principle to the death penalty in all cases and in all circumstances. Our view is that the abolition of the death penalty contributes to the enhancement of human dignity and the progressive development of human rights. The European Union reaffirms its commitment to work for the universal abolition of the death penalty. 

Background
His Excellency Ambassador Dr. Stefan Frowein, Head of the EU Delegation to Bangladesh, explained:

"The European Union is paying close attention to the various judicial proceedings in Bangladesh this year concerning politically-motivated murders. This statement applies to trials for all such crimes, notably: the 1975 murders of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and his family members and others, murders committed during the 2009 Bangladesh Rifles mutiny, and potentially also war crimes committed during the country's struggle for independence.
"Due legal process is a key safeguard of fundamental rights. We welcome the respect being shown in Bangladesh for the principle that judicial proceedings be free from political interference.  We also strongly support the Government's zero tolerance with regard to extra-judicial killings.

"Part of the reason why these cases are attracting attention in the EU is that we're opposed on principle to the death penalty in all cases and in all circumstances. The abolition of the death penalty contributes to the enhancement of human dignity and the progressive development of human rights, and the European Union reaffirms its commitment to work for the universal abolition of the death penalty."
-End-
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