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Dear guests, ladies and gentlemen, 
Thank you for inviting me as special guest in this VGDUP closing and learning sharing workshop. The VGDUP Programme Task Force, in partnership with four NGOs – PMUK, RDRS, RIC, and UJMS, was able to reach out to 80,000 ultra poor women beneficiaries in 36 Upazilas of 8 Northern and Northwestern Districts. I am very pleased to read the successful case stories of ultra poor women who have been fighting against persistent poverty and significantly improved their livelihoods. The VGDUP documentary film impressed me, as these ultra poor women were able to bring substantial changes in their lives with a modest support package of around EUR 200 per woman. VGDUP beneficiaries and their household members are now eating two to three more nutritious meals each day earn more and can send their children to school.
The European Union food security programme in Bangladesh contributes to the eradication of deep poverty and severe food insecurity. The main target groups under our food security programmes are households headed by ultra-poor and destitute women and their dependents, as well as small and marginal farmers who hardly produce enough food to sustain their families. The EU food security interventions in Bangladesh cover support to Government social safety nets, social transfers and income generation, temporary wage employment and provision of subsidized commodities and assets, improvement in productivity and food production of small scale marginal farmers and support decentralisation and food security policy. 

The EU has a long standing partnership with the Department of Women Affairs under the Ministry of Women and Children Affairs and has been contributing to the Government's VGD programme through IFADEP-1, IFADEP Bridging, FSVGD and VGDUP. I am pleased to announce that a new agreement was already signed between EU and the Government of Bangladesh to implement the Food and Livelihood Security programme of the Department of Women Affairs. EU contributes EUR 24 million to FLS that targets Chapai-Nawabganj, Naogaon and Natore Districts.
I believe this learning and sharing workshop is an excellent initiative as we can learn directly from project beneficiaries as well as implementing partners. The findings from this workshop will guide us in designing and implementing similar food security actions in Bangladesh.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Ministry of Women and Children Affairs and the Department of Women Affairs for their leadership, the Technical Assistance Team for the quality support provided and the implementing NGOs for their continuous delivery despite challenging working conditions. VGDUP sets an excellent example for Government - NGO – Development Partner partnership in the spirit of aid effectiveness. 

Thank you very much for your attention. 
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