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EUROPEAN DIPLOMATS PRAISE HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS AND ORGANISATIONS WHO ACT TO END DISCRIMINATION

The UN has decided that the theme for this year's Human Rights Day is "Human Rights Defenders who act to end Discrimination", with the motto "Speak up, stop discrimination". On the eve of Human Rights Day (10 December) European diplomats in Bangladesh praised the work of human rights defenders and organisations who are seeking to end various forms of discrimination in Bangladeshi society. Respect for human rights is an essential part of what we consider the basis of our co-existence in the global society.

"Non-discrimination and its complement, equality, are cross-cutting principles in international human rights law," said the EU Delegation's Charge d'Affaires Mr Milko van Gool. "Regarding international work on Human Rights, we're very happy that in 2010 Bangladesh's Ambassador to the EU Ms Ismat Jahan was elected as a member of the UN's Committee on Elimination of Discrimination Against Women, with a record number of votes."
Earlier this week the EU Delegation and Swedish Embassy marked Human Rights Day with a seminar for human rights defenders in the south-western city of Khulna.

"The issue of violence against women in Bangladesh lies close to my heart and I would like to express my admiration for all working to address this problem," said Sweden's Ambassador Ms Anneli Lindahl Kenny. "Domestic violence, the numerous cases of sexual violence such as rape and also sexual harassment of teenage girls, the issue of 'eve teasing', as well as acid attacks and dowry-related crimes, are all significant problems here in Bangladesh. In this context I would like to commend the positive steps taken in Bangladesh by the Government and civil society organisations in advancing policies in this area." 

"It's important that we get around the country to meet human rights defenders in other regions as well as in Dhaka," added Mr Andrew Barnard, the head of the EU Delegation's political, trade and information section. "There are still some social taboos that need to be tackled, for example concerning the need for respect towards lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-sexual people. But it's great that in Bangladesh there are already so many people and organisations standing up for the rights of groups such as women, children, disabled people, indigenous peoples, Dalits and religious minorities."
BACKGROUND NOTES

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted 62 years ago, on 10 December 1948. The Universal Declaration remains a central reference point of the international human rights system, reaffirming the dignity and worth of the human person, and the duty of States to uphold and respect all human rights.
Forms of discrimination which are prohibited in European countries include: sex, race, colour, ethnic or social origin, genetic features, language, religion or belief, political or any other opinion, membership of a national minority, property, birth, disability, age or sexual orientation. The EU also has long used its external action to work against discrimination on these grounds.

In recent years the EU has held Human Rights "road-show" events in Chittagong, Sylhet, Rajshahi and Khulna to give human rights defenders in different parts of Bangladesh the opportunity to meet with EU diplomats who are working on human rights issues.
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