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For immediate release

European Commission allocates €3.8 million emergency humanitarian aid for flood victims of Haor area

The European Commission (EC) has allocated €3.8 million in emergency humanitarian aid to support an estimated 300,000 farmers affected by flash flooding which has struck north-eastern Bangladesh around the Haor area. The action was launched in late July for a period of six months. 

"This support shows our commitment to target humanitarian assistance on the most vulnerable communities, in this case on poor Haor residents most affected by the early flash flood," said EU Ambassador to Bangladesh, Dr Stefan Frowein. "It complements our long-term development cooperation in the area under the Food Security for the Ultra-Poor in the Haor (FSUP-H) and the Haor Initiatives for Sustainable Alternative Livelihoods (HISAL) projects." 

The inhabitants of the Haor area are mainly dependent on a single annual rice crop. Since April the flooding has destroyed standing rice crops of 200,000 hectares of land. According to initial estimates, the floods have destroyed some 75 percent of the area's rice crops.

The European Commission has decided to finance the supply of emergency food assistance to vulnerable families who have lost their crops and have no alternative livelihoods. The aim is to help these families by bridging the food gap caused by crop loss and by building their resilience to future disasters. 

The funds are channelled through the European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO). Concern Worldwide, ActionAid, Save the Children UK, Islamic Relief and Care-UK will implement the action. 
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