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PRESS  INFORMATION NOTICE





Dhaka, 25 November 2010





European Union and Government sign Memorandum on nearly € 200 Million Grant Support to Bangladesh for the Coming Three Years








A Memorandum on development programmes to provide grants of a total value of nearly € 200 million was signed today during a ceremony at the ERD by Stefan Frowein, Ambassador of the European Union Delegation, and Musharraf Hossain Bhuiyan, Secretary of the Economic Relations Division at the Ministry of Finance of Bangladesh. The financing covers the period 2011 to 2013 and will support assistance throughout the country.





"We had extensive consultations with government and civil society, but also with the other development partners during the design of this programme. After all these discussions I am convinced that we have developed a comprehensive package which will make best use of European tax-payers' money and European knowledge and expertise and which will provide a lasting and positive contribution to the development of Bangladesh", said EU Ambassador Frowein during the signature ceremony.





The main aim of the EU assistance is to contribute to sustainable reduction of poverty in Bangladesh. The focal sectors of assistance remain: (i) human and social development (indicative amount: € 74 million); (ii) good governance and human rights (indicative amount: € 54 million) and (iii) economic and trade development (indicative amount: € 30 million). Issues of growing importance such as environment and climate change and food security will be mainstreamed in all the sectors of intervention, but will also receive targeted support (indicative amount: € 40 million).





As a signatory to international agreements on aid effectiveness and the Joint Cooperation Strategy for Bangladesh, the European Union is committed to align its assistance to country policies and country systems, wherever feasible. This includes active coordination and harmonisation with other development partners.











For more information please contact:


Anjum Aziz, Senior Programme Officer


Media and Communication
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Delegation of


The European Union


In Bangladesh


Plot 7, Rd 84, Gulshan 2


Dhaka 1212, Bangladesh


Tel: 880-2-8824730


Fax: 880-2-8823118











The European Commission is the EU’s executive body.





“The European Union is made up of 27 Member States who have decided to gradually link together their know-how, resources and destinies. Together, during a period of enlargement of 50 years, they have built a zone of stability, democracy and sustainable development whilst maintaining cultural diversity, tolerance and individual freedoms. The European Union is committed to sharing its achievements and its values with countries and peoples beyond its borders”.








