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For immediate release

Ambassador William Hanna delivers lecture on the occasion of International Day of Peace

The Eighth Gan-Sohagi International Day of Peace Lecture was held on 21 September at Nabab Nawab Ali Chowdhury Senate Bhaban, University of Dhaka to mark the International Day of Peace. On this occasion, His Excellency Mr. William Hanna, Hon. Ambassador and Head of Delegation of the European Union to Bangladesh delivered a lecture entitled "When Hope and History Rhyme: The European Union as a Force for Peace in the World."
In his lecture, Ambassador Hanna explained how the European Union (EU) was originally set up to bring about peace in Europe after centuries of conflict.

The Ambassador, who was brought up in Belfast during the bloody conflict in Northern Ireland, showed how the EU had supported the Northern Ireland Peace process and Good Friday Agreement of 1998. He then drew a parallel with the EU's support for the 1997 CHT Peace process. 
"External support played a vital role in the peace process in Northern Ireland," said Ambassador Hanna. "In the same way, we want to support the Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace Accord in Bangladesh. The EU and Bangladesh have long worked together in the areas of democracy, human rights, and the rule of law.  Our recent new financial contribution of 24 million Euros aims to improve the lives and welfare of all the people in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, regardless of their ethnic group or origin, and to create the conditions for progress to be made in bringing lasting peace to the region. "
Note to editors: the Ambassador's presentation is available online at:

http://www.delbgd.ec.europa.eu/en/about_us/international_day_of_peace_lecture_2011.pdf
-End-

For information, please contact:
Anjum Aziz

Senior Programme Officer

Media and Communication

Cell: 01713035559
PAGE  
1

