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For immediate release

European Union allocates Tk 1.2 billion for "silent crises" in Bangladesh
The European Union has set aside €12 million (Tk 1.2 billion) to provide humanitarian aid for communities suffering acute hardship in Bangladesh. The EU money has been allocated to help people whose livelihoods have been destroyed by severe water-logging, as well as to other communities where studies show that acute malnutrition is now widespread.

"Water-logging and acute malnutrition are both silent crises in vulnerable areas of Bangladesh," said EU Ambassador William Hanna. "Perhaps they are not well-known in the rest of the country, but they are clearly disastrous for the people affected. We see them as major humanitarian problems which warrant our urgent assistance."
Severe flooding in early August last year affected an estimated 1 million (10 lakh) people in the south-west of Bangladesh, displacing some 200 000 (2 lakh) of them. The EU allocated €5 million (Tk 50 crore) to respond to their acute emergency needs concerning food, water, sanitation and shelter. However, an EU fact-finding visit late last year reported that villages in the areas are still flooded and desperately need support for dredging and pumping out floodwater. The EU has decided to make a further €8 million (Tk 80 crore) available to help them.

Meanwhile studies show that acute malnutrition is now at critical levels in parts of south-eastern Bangladesh, to which the EU is allocating €4 million (Tk 40 crore) of humanitarian aid.

"Surveys have reported acute malnutrition in south-eastern Bangladesh," said Ambassador Hanna. "The reported levels of malnutrition, amongst both Bangladeshi communities and Rohingya migrants, are far above the thresholds that normally justify emergency intervention. This is catastrophic for all the communities affected, which is why the EU is making the funding available."
-End-
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