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1.
the FOOD AND LIVELIHOOD SECURITY (FLS) PROGRAMME
1.1
Background

The FLS programme targets ultra-poor women-headed households, marginal farmers and small scale share-cropper households in Naogaon, Natore and Nawabganj districts in Bangladesh. It is estimated that 500,000 ultra-poor households exist in the three priority districts, including 75,000 ultra-poor female headed households. Among the target group, special attention will be given to households with persons with disabilities and ethnic minorities. 

The programme will initiate activities that will reduce or remove obstacles to poverty reduction, equip ultra-poor with tools and means for improved household food security, and promote mainstreaming in development activities. The target beneficiaries will improve their availability, access and utilisation of food through group-based on-farm and off-farm income generation through trials, training and asset transfer. The effect will be enhanced by nutrition, hygiene and health education, by functional literacy and numeracy training, and by improved share cropping arrangements, access to land, and registration of ancestral lands in the name of ethnic minorities.
The programme aims to assist fifty thousand ultra-poor female headed households and thirty thousand ultra-poor marginal farmer and share-cropper households in the districts of Nawabganj, Natore and Naogaon to improve their livelihoods and to reduce their exposure to food insecurity. 

The European Union and the Government of Bangladesh (GoB) signed the FLS Financing Agreement on 10 November 2010. The corresponding FLS Development Project Proposal (DPP) has been submitted to the Planning Commission for approval. Once approved, it paves the way for full implementation. The programme implementation is partially decentralised to the Department of Women Affairs (DWA) under the Ministry of Women and Children Affairs (MWCA). DWA will be the Contracting Authority, while the European Union will be the Paying Authority. Request for payment will be submitted to PTF for review. EU will proceed with payment after receiving endorsement from PTF/DWA. The implementing partner will be contracted by the DWA and the implementation will be monitored by the Programme Task Force and the DWA. The implementing partners will report and be accountable to the PTF for implementation. The PTF may request them to submit monthly, quarterly or half yearly reports and/or plans, as needed. The PTF in consultation with implementing partners/stakeholders will formulate necessary guidelines/policies. 
Annex K (FLS Action Fiche) provides more detailed background information on the FLS project.

1.2
Objectives of the programme and priority issues 

The overall objective of the Food and Livelihood Security programme is to improve food security of rural ultra-poor households in the North-western districts of Bangladesh.

The programme purpose is defined as 'Fifty thousand ultra-poor female headed households, and thirty thousand ultra-poor marginal farmer and share-cropper households preferably women or female headed households in the south-western part of Rajshahi Division have improved food security and livelihoods and are mainstreamed in the overall development process '. 

The programme area is located in 22 Upazilas in Naogaon, Natore and Nawabgonj Districts. 

The global objective of this Call for Proposals is to provide support to GoB to achieve the FLS programme objectives.

The specific objectives of this Call for Proposals are: 

Component A: Capacity building and training for beneficiaries 
To achieve increased production and consumption of nutritious food, access to appropriate technologies and inputs will be provided. The beneficiaries will receive training on various social and nutrition topics and on income generating activities (IGAs), in order to increase their awareness and knowledge to achieve improved food security and livelihood. The proposed action should enhance the level of awareness and practice of a more nutritious and balanced diet, good sanitation, hygiene and health through specific training that will enable the target group to create optimal conditions for sustained utilization of increased food production. Support will also be provided to ultra-poor women in the form of training on non-farm Income Generating Activities (IGAs). Intensive agricultural extension will be provided to marginal farmers and share-cropper, with a view to progressively establish sustainable linkages with existing service providers. Share-croppers will be trained on improved share-cropping and leasing practices, arrangements, rights and advocacy. Guidance for sharecroppers in ensuring improved arrangements will consist of monitoring and occasional legal and other support for problem cases. Ethnic marginal farmers will receive special training in issues with respect to land ownership that are particular for the indigenous communities.
Component B: Social transfer in cash for subsistence of beneficiaries 
Considering the vulnerability of the target group, capacity building will be supported by social transfers through form of cash to increase beneficiary household access to food. Each beneficiary will receive BDT 400 monthly for a period of 20 months, as financial means to purchase food and other essentials. In total, each beneficiary will receive BDT 8,000 as subsistence allowance.
Component C: Input supplies in cash for beneficiaries
In addition to capacity building, the beneficiaries will receive inputs to support their IGAs. The ultra-poor women beneficiaries will be provided with BDT 1,000 to buy homestead gardening inputs to produce fruit and vegetables from homestead farming. Each of the marginal farmers and share croppers will be provided with BDT 4,100 to buy agricultural inputs with special emphasis on the production of crops that are suitable to the dry and sandy conditions of the High Barind Tract areas.   
Component D: Cash transfer to beneficiaries to buy productive assets

To enable the beneficiaries to effectively engage in productive activities, increase and diversify their incomes, and achieve a sustainable livelihood, they will receive cash to buy productive assets. The value of productive assets to be transferred to each ultra-poor woman will be BDT 14,500 to be used for income generating assets. Each of the marginal farmers will be provided with BDT 6,500 for purchasing productive assets to generate income. Considering the limited availability of land, labour intensive high value crops will be promoted, as will organic farming, environmentally friendly cultural practices and the production of protein rich pulses (which will also improve soil fertility).
Summary of transfers in BDT per beneficiaries 
	
	UP Women
	UP farmers/sharecroppers

	Component B
	8,000
	8,000

	Component C
	1,000
	4,100

	Component D
	14,500
	6,500

	total
	23,500
	18,600


The expected results are: 

a) Increased production and consumption of nutritious food

b) Increased household income and livelihood

c) Improved revenues and productivity for marginal farmers and share-croppers

d) Increased social inclusion and community coherence

1.3
Financial allocation provided by the contracting authority

The overall indicative amount under this call for proposals is BDT 1,912,500,000. The Contracting Authority reserves the right not to award all available funds.

 Indicative allocation of funds by lot/geographical distribution: 
	Lots
	Title (Geographical coverage / Districts)
	Name of Upazilas
	Ultra-poor women  
	Marginal/

Share-croppers
	Total beneficiaries
	Indicative allocations by lot (BDT)

	Lot 1
	Naogaon 1
	Manda
	3,400
	2,040
	19,360
	462,825,000



	
	
	Niamotpur
	2,300
	1,380
	
	

	
	
	Naogaon Sadar
	2,800
	1,680
	
	

	
	
	Atri
	1,800
	1,080
	
	

	
	
	Raninagar
	1,800
	1,080
	
	

	
	
	Total 
	12,100
	7,260
	
	

	Lot 2 
	Naogaon 2
	Dhamoirhat
	1,700
	1,020
	17,440
	416,925,000



	
	
	Mohadebpur
	2,600
	1,560
	
	

	
	
	Porsha
	1,200
	720
	
	

	
	
	Shapahar
	1,400
	840
	
	

	
	
	Potnitala
	2,100
	1,260
	
	

	
	
	badalgachi
	1,900
	1,140
	
	

	
	
	Total 
	10,900
	6,540
	
	

	Lot 3
	Nawabgonj
	Bholahat
	900
	540
	20,480
	489,600,000



	
	
	Gomastapur
	2,400
	1,440
	
	

	
	
	Shibganj
	4,800
	2,880
	
	

	
	
	nachole
	1,300
	780
	
	

	
	
	Nawabgonj
	3,400
	2,040
	
	

	
	
	Total 
	12,800
	7,680
	
	

	Lot 4
	Natore
	Singra
	3,100
	1,860
	22,720
	543,150,000



	
	
	Natore
	3,200
	1,920
	
	

	
	
	Gurudaspur
	1,900
	1,140
	
	

	
	
	Bagatipara
	1,200
	720
	
	

	
	
	Baraigram
	2,400
	1,440
	
	

	
	
	Lalpur
	2,400
	1,440
	
	

	
	
	Total 
	14,200
	8,520
	
	

	
	
	Total
	50.000
	30.000
	80.000
	1,912,500,000


In the case where the minimum percentage foreseen for a specific lot cannot be used due to insufficient quality or number of proposals received, the Contracting Authority reserves the right to reallocate the remaining funds to another lot.
Size of grants

Any grant awarded under this programme must fall between the following minimum and maximum amounts:

Lot 1: 

· minimum amount: BDT 462,775,000
· maximum amount: BDT 462,825,000
Lot 2:

· minimum amount: BDT 416,875,000
· maximum amount: BDT 416,925,000
Lot 3: 
· minimum amount: BDT 489,550,000
· maximum amount: BDT 489,600,000
Lot 4: 

· minimum amount: BDT 543,100,000
· maximum amount: BDT 543,150,000
Any grant requested under this Call for Proposals must fall between the following minimum and maximum percentages of total eligible costs of the action:

· Minimum percentage: not applicable.
· Maximum percentage: 100% of the total eligible costs of the action (see also Section 2.1.4). 

Any grant requested under this Call for Proposals must further be limited to 99 % of the estimated total accepted costs
.
Grant beneficiaries will only be allowed to claim indirect costs of 1 % instead of the maximum 7 % for the part of their contract corresponding to social transfer, input supplies and asset transfer. 
The balance (i.e. the difference between the total cost of the action and the amount requested from the Contracting Authority) must be financed from the applicant's or partners' own resources, or from sources other than the European Community budget or the European Development Fund
. It is not allowed to request the beneficiaries to provide the funds to co-fund the action.
2.
Rules FOR thIS call for proposalS

These guidelines set out the rules for the submission, selection and implementation of actions financed under this call, in conformity with the provisions of the Practical Guide to contract procedures for EU external actions, which is applicable to the present call (available on the Internet at this address: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/procedures/index_en.htm).

2.1
Eligibility criteria

There are three sets of eligibility criteria, relating to:

· applicant(s) which may request a grant (2.1.1), and their partners (2.1.2),
· actions for which a grant may be awarded (2.1.3),

· types of cost which may be taken into account in setting the amount of the grant (2.1.4).

2.1.1
Eligibility of applicants: who may apply ?
(1) In order to be eligible for a grant, applicants must:

· be legal persons and 
· be non profit making and
· be specific types of organisations such as: non-governmental organisations, public sector operators, local authorities, international (inter-governmental) organisations as defined by Article 43 of the Implementing Rules to the EC Financial Regulation
, and
· be nationals
 
 of a Member State of the European Union or of any developing country eligible or of a country member of OECD/DAC, according to article 31 paragraph 1 & 2 and annex I & II of the regulation (EC) N° 1905/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 2006, establishing a financing instrument for development cooperation. This obligation does not apply to international organisations, and 
· be directly responsible for the preparation and management of the action with their partners, not acting as an intermediary, and
· be registered with the NGO Affairs Bureau of Bangladesh at least one year before the date of the call for proposals and have proof of that registration. This registration is not required for those NGOs without permanent representation in Bangladesh who operate through local implementing partners, but it is mandatory for their local partners to be registered with the NGO Affairs Bureau. This obligation does not apply to International Organisations, and
· in case the applicant is a local NGO, it must be a partner organization of Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation (PKSF) (reference year 2010), and
· all local partners involved in social transfers (allowances, inputs and assets) under FLS to beneficiaries must be partner organizations of Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation (PKSF) (reference year 2010). This obligation does not apply to local partners of International Organisations, and 

· in case of International NGOs, have had an office in Bangladesh or have worked with local NGO partners in North-western Bangladesh in the area of food security, poverty alleviation, agriculture or rural development for at least three years during the period 2000-2010, and 

· have at least 5 years proven track record in the successful management and implementation of interventions of at least one project targeting ultra-poor women with a minimum total project value of € 2 million during the period 2000-2010, and
· applicants or at least one of their partners must have at least three years experience with agricultural interventions in North-western Bangladesh during the period 2000-2010.

(2) Potential applicants may not participate in calls for proposals or be awarded grants if they are in any of the situations which are listed in section 2.3.3 of the Practical Guide to contract procedures for EU external actions (available from the following Internet address:


http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/procedures/index_en.htm );

In part A, section 3 of the grant application form (“Declaration by the Applicant”), applicants must declare that they do not fall into any of these situations.
2.1.2 
Partnerships and eligibility of partners

Applicants may act individually or with partner organisations. 
Partners

Applicants’ partners participate in designing and implementing the action, and the costs they incur are eligible in the same way as those incurred by the grant beneficiary. They must therefore satisfy the same eligibility criteria as applicable on the grant beneficiary himself. In addition to the criteria referred to in section 2.1.1, the following however is also eligible: 
· Partners with track record of successful implementation of interventions of smaller financial volumes.
The following are not partners and do not have to sign the “partnership statement”:

· Associates

Other organisations may be involved in the action. Such associates play a real role in the action but may not receive funding from the grant with the exception of per diem or travel costs. Associates do not have to meet the eligibility criteria referred to in section 2.1.1. The associates have to be mentioned in Part B section 5 - “Associates of the Applicant participating in the Action” of the Grant Application Form. 

· Contractors

The grant beneficiaries have the possibility to award contracts. Contractors are neither partners nor associates, and are subject to the procurement rules set out in Annex IV to the standard grant contract.

The applicant will act as the lead organisation and, if selected, as the contracting party (the "Beneficiary").

2.1.3
Eligible actions: actions for which an application may be made

Definition:
An action (or project) is composed of a set of activities.

Duration

The planned duration of the action may not be less than nor exceed 28 months. 
Sectors or themes

The activities foreseen under the FLS programme relevant for this Call for Proposals can be categorized in four themes:

i) Availability and consumption of nutritious foods for rural ultra-poor 

The availability of food grain might be considered more or less adequate at national level. However, the situation is different for other types of foods (protein and fat in particular). To improve the availability of nutritious foods and enable rural ultra-poor to better access essential nutrients, the production of livestock, fish and protein rich pulses will be promoted and multi-layered home gardens will be set up with diversity and year round vegetable production. The objective of home garden farming will therefore be to supply extra nutritious foods as well as to earn income from the sale of their produce.
ii) Diversity and increase of household income and livelihoods from non-agricultural activities 
The food accessibility for ultra-poor is an important problem. The level and sustainability of household income is critical for ensuring food access, especially for landless who fully depend on employment as day labourer. The landless households will be encouraged to increase and diversify their income sources and livelihood options by taking-up one or more income generating activities in addition to home gardening. 

Social transfers will ensure beneficiaries access to basic nutritional and household needs. The beneficiaries will be encouraged to engage in regular savings activities to cushion periods of crisis or increased financial needs and to facilitate the access to micro-finance. The programme will include building preparedness and resilience to disasters to reduce overall vulnerability and avoid falling back into food insecurity after disasters have struck.
iii) Increased revenues and productivity for marginal farmers and share-croppers

Marginal and indigenous farmers and sharecroppers in most cases are not able to ensure adequate household food security because of the many limitations they face. The FLS programme is aiming to address the most prominent constraints faced in view of achieving maximum impact on the household food security. The issues such as ownership, property rights on khas land and share-cropping will be increasingly relevant for the specific target groups. 
iv) Social inclusion and community coherence of disadvantaged groups
Social exclusion is a major problem for the disadvantaged groups. Not only are they disregarded by their own or surrounding communities, even NGOs and GoB staff are sometimes found to be reluctant to work with them. 
Studies have revealed that the very poorest experience most difficulties in securing support from social safety nets because of their low status in society. They will therefore have even more difficulties finding credit in times of emergencies and, if they do, will have to pay extra high interest rates because of the large risk they constitute. For the same reason they are by-passed and excluded from accessing micro-finance services otherwise widely offered by many NGOs and MFIs in Bangladesh. 
It is expected that by the end of the programme, the women and their household members will be gradually removed from their position of social exclusion and will be mainstreamed in overall development interventions.
These themes should not be regarded as alternatives, but as four components of an integrated package.

Location

Actions must take place in Bangladesh in accordance with the allocation of districts into four lots, each consisting of a number of Upazilas.   
Lot 1: Naogaon 1 -  Manda, Niamotpur,  Naogaon Sadar,  Atri and Raninagar 

Lot 2: Naogaon 2 -  Dhamoirhat, Mohadebpur, Porsha, Shapahar, Potnitala, Badalgachi

Lot 3: Nawabgonj - Bholahat, Gomastapur, Shibganj, Nachole and Nawabgonj

Lot 4: Natore – Singra, Natore, Gurudaspur, Bagatipara, Baraigram and Lalpur

Types of action

Each action should include activities that will address all the following expected results in an integrated manner:

a) Increased production and consumption of nutritious food. 

b) Improved household income and livelihood. 

c) Improved revenues and productivity for marginal farmers and share-croppers. 

d) Increased social inclusion and community coherence.
All the actions should target ultra-poor women, marginal farmers and share-croppers. 

All actions need to be coordinated through the Department of Women Affairs, including the FLS Project Task Force, during implementation. Each applicant should appoint a Programme Coordinator to manage this action, who should be based in the programme area. 
All actions should be gender sensitive and environmentally sustainable, and demonstrate clear strategies for effectively involving women as project partners and beneficiaries, and activities that are beneficial to the environment and natural resources.

Types of activity

An indicative list of activities for each of the results:

a) Increased production and consumption of nutritious food 

· Improve access to appropriate technologies and inputs. 

· Capacity building to increase agricultural productivity and homestead gardens output.
· Provide training on nutrition and on the benefits of a balanced diet.

· Enhance level of awareness and practice of good sanitation, hygiene and health through specific social topics training to create optimal conditions for sustained utilization of increased food production.
· Social transfer of monthly cash subsistence allowance to the final beneficiaries for a period of 20 months through form of cash to increase beneficiaries’ access to food. 

· Provide cash for inputs to produce nutritious food through homestead farming.
b) Increased household income and livelihood
· Training on IGAs. 

· Engage beneficiary groups in productive activity and provide productive assets following training.

· Provide follow up of purchase and use of productive assets for generating increased and sustainable income source following IGA training.

· Provide assistance to access Khas land and water bodies for creating additional incomes. 

· Promote regular savings activities to facilitate access to micro-finance.
· Implement priority community-based actions of the local Risk Reduction Action Plan.
· Build preparedness and resilience to disasters.
c) Improved revenues and productivity for marginal farmers and share-croppers

· Provide intensive agricultural extension.
· Formation of Farmer Field Schools or similar approach to provide appropriate level of agricultural extension skills and knowledge.
· Establish linkages with existing service providers to ensure sustainability post-project. 
· Provide training to the share-croppers on improved share-cropping and leasing practices, arrangements rights and advocacy. 
· Provide ‘hands-on’ support to share-croppers through monitoring and occasional legal and other support for problem cases. 
· Training ethnic minorities on issues with respect to land ownership that are particular for them. 
· Provide support to each household in at least two different agricultural activities.
· Ensure appropriate technology is promoted and used by beneficiaries according to their available resources and capacity.  

· Provide follow up of purchase and use of inputs and productive assets after agricultural extension activities and following IGA training.
· Special emphasis on the production of crops that are suitable for the dry, sandy conditions of the High Barind Tract, considering the limited availability of land and labour intensive high value crops.

· Promote organic farming, environmental friendly cultural practices (e.g. integrated pest management) and production of protein rich pulses and oil crops. 

d) Increased social inclusion and community coherence

· Build relationship and links between the beneficiaries and different categories of service providers.

· Include advocacy and awareness raising topics such as cause of social exclusion, disability, ethnic minorities, HIV/AIDS.
· Provide adult functional education package to improve literacy and numeracy.

· Establish self-help groups such as community committees, CBOs, or similar model to achieve institutional sustainability for beneficiaries development mainstreaming (continued support and development) post project. 

Each action is required to include clear and concise details on the following project implementation activities and management issues: 
1. Delivery and exit strategies – this should include a close relationship with government agencies and other stakeholders that have the capacity for longer-term actions and up-scaling. Applicants are required to clearly demonstrate and outline how their project activities will lead to sustainable outcomes for beneficiaries. In particular how institutional support will be realised to provide continued support to beneficiaries post-project.    
2. Methodology for baseline survey, project monitoring and evaluation. In particular, Applicants need to outline how they will collect, measure and report on the project outcomes, not just its outputs.

3. Methodology for coordinating and organising project implementation. This needs to be explained (area/frequency/methodologies) for internal coordination and organisation of staff and partners, with beneficiaries, and with other stakeholders. For example, the Applicant should detail how they will co-operate with the Upazilla Administration/DWA and the Union Parishad in implementing their Action.     

4. The Applicant is expected to provide detailed proposals on the area/duration/methodologies of the different agricultural extension, IGA and social / other training programmes.
5. Methodology and frequency for functional literacy and numeracy training of beneficiaries.
6. Methodology and resources for providing ‘follow-up’ support to beneficiaries post input supplies and productive assets purchase, during and after agricultural extension activities implementation, and post IGA and social / other training of beneficiaries. 
7. Actions should be developed through consultation with beneficiaries (demand-driven).
8. ‘Opportunity-led’ approaches should be encouraged rather than ‘problem-led’ approaches.

9. The Applicant must present a clear, practical, and transparent methodology for delivery of cash payments for Social Transfer, Input Supplies, and Productive Assets directly to the beneficiaries. Final decision on inputs and assets to beneficiaries to be agreed through a participatory process involving the final beneficiaries. 

10. Gender issues should be clearly addressed, as should issues of exclusion from the mainstream on other grounds, such as caste, ethnicity and religion.
11. All project proposals should ensure EU communication and visibility including acknowledgment of EU support in all public presentations. An appropriate allocation should be made in the project budget for the implementation of a communication and visibility plan.
Sub-granting 

In order to support the achievement of the objectives of the action, and in particular where the implementation of the action proposed by the applicant requires financial support to be given to third parties, the applicant may propose awarding sub-grants. However, sub-granting may not be the main purpose of the action and it must be duly justified.

In case where the applicant foresees to award sub-grants, it has to specify in its application the total amount of the grant which may be used for awarding sub-grants as well as the minimum and maximum amount per sub-grant a list with the types of activity which may be eligible for sub-grants must be included in the application, together with the criteria for the selection of the beneficiaries of these sub-grants. The maximum amount of a sub-grant is limited to EUR 10.000 per third party while the total amount which can be awarded as sub-grants to third parties is limited to EUR 100.000.
Note that the applicant must comply with the objectives and priorities and guarantee the visibility of the EU-financing (see the Communication and Visibility Manual for EU external actions laid down and published by the European Commission at (see http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/visibility/index_en.htm).

The following types of action are ineligible:

· actions concerned only or mainly with individual sponsorships for participation in workshops, seminars, conferences, congresses;

· actions concerned only or mainly with individual scholarships for studies or training courses;

· composite actions, where support to ultra-poor is only one of several components and not the only purpose;

· micro-credit activities;

Number of proposals and grants per applicant

An applicant may not submit more than one application per lot under this Call for Proposals.
An applicant may not submit applications for more than 2 lots under this Call for Proposals.
An applicant may not be awarded more than one grant under this Call for Proposals.

An applicant may not at the same time be partner in another application.
Partners may take part in more than one application.
2.1.4
Eligibility of costs: costs which may be taken into consideration for the grant

Only "eligible costs" can be taken into account for a grant. The categories of costs considered as eligible and non-eligible are indicated below. The budget is both a cost estimate and a ceiling for "eligible costs". Note that the eligible costs must be based on real costs based on supporting documents (except for subsistence costs and indirect costs where flat-rate funding applies).
Recommendations to award a grant are always subject to the condition that the checking process which precedes the signing of the contract does not reveal problems requiring changes to the budget (for instance arithmetical errors, inaccuracies or unrealistic costs and other ineligible costs). The checks may give rise to requests for clarification and may lead the Contracting Authority to impose modifications or reductions to address such mistakes or inaccuracies. The amount of the grant and the percentage of the EU co-financing as a result of these corrections may not be increased. 
It is therefore in the applicant's interest to provide a realistic and cost-effective budget.  
Eligible direct costs

To be eligible under the Call for Proposals, costs must comply with the provisions of article 14 of the General Conditions to the Standard Grant Contract (see Annex F of the Guidelines).
Contingency reserve

A contingency reserve not exceeding 5% of the estimated direct eligible costs may be included in the Budget of the Action. It can only be used with the prior written authorisation of the Contracting Authority.

Eligible indirect costs (overheads)

The indirect costs incurred in carrying out the action may be eligible for flat-rate funding fixed at:

· not more than 1% of the estimated eligible direct costs for components B, C and D

· not more than 7% of the other estimated eligible direct costs.
Indirect costs are eligible provided that they do not include costs assigned to another heading of the budget of the standard grant contract. The applicant may be asked to justify the requested percentage before contracting. However, once the flat-rate has been fixed in the special conditions of the standard grant contract, no supporting documents need to be provided.

If the applicant is in receipt of an operating grant financed from the EU, no indirect costs may be claimed within the proposed budget for the action.

Contributions in kind 
Contributions in kind are not considered actual expenditure and are not eligible costs. The contributions in kind may not be treated as co-financing by the Beneficiary. 

Notwithstanding the above, if the description of the action as proposed by the beneficiary foresees the contributions in kind, such contributions have to be provided.

Ineligible costs

The following costs are not eligible:

· debts and debt service charges

· provisions for losses or potential future liabilities;

· interest owed;
· costs declared by the beneficiary and covered by another action or work programme;

· purchases of land or buildings, except where necessary for the direct implementation of the action, in which case ownership must be transferred to the final beneficiaries and/or local partners, at the latest by the end of the action;

· currency exchange losses;
· taxes, including VAT. Nevertheless, these may be considered as part of the estimated total accepted costs of the action for the purpose of co-financing where the Beneficiary (or the Beneficiary's partners) can prove it cannot reclaim them. In such cases, the cost should be included in the Budget under the heading "taxes". Please note however that for the purpose of co- financing, taxes are the only ineligible costs that will be considered within the total accepted costs of the action. Information on taxes can be found in Annex J to these Guidelines;
· credit to third parties.

2.2 
How to apply and the procedures to follow

Prior registration in PADOR for this Call for Proposals is not obligatory. Information in PADOR will not be drawn upon in the present Call.
2.2.1
Concept Note content 

Applications must be submitted in accordance with the instructions on the Concept Note included in the Grant Application Form annexed to these Guidelines (Annex A). 
Applicants must apply in English.

In the Concept note, the applicants must only provide an estimate of the amount of contribution requested from the Contracting Authority. Only the applicants invited to submit a full application in the second phase will be required to present a detailed budget. The elements assessed on the basis of the concept note may not be modified by the applicant in the full application form. The EU contribution may not vary from the initial estimate by more than 20%. The applicant is free to adapt the percentage of co-financing required within the minimum and maximum amount and percentages of co-financing, as laid down in the present Guidelines under section 1.3.
Any error or major discrepancy related to the points listed in the instructions on the Concept Note may lead to the rejection of the Concept Note.

Clarifications will only be requested when information provided is unclear, thus preventing the Contracting Authority from conducting an objective assessment. 
Hand-written Concept Notes will not be accepted.

Please note that only the Concept Note form will be evaluated. It is therefore of utmost importance that this document contains ALL relevant information concerning the action. No additional annexes should be sent. 

2.2.2
Where and how to send concept notes

The Concept note together with the Checklist for the Concept Note (Part A section 2 of the grant application form) and the Declaration by the applicant for the Concept Note (Part A section 3 of the grant application form) must be submitted in one original and 3 copies in A4 size, each bound.

Concept Notes must be submitted as well in electronic format (CD-Rom). The electronic format must contain exactly the same application as the paper version enclosed.

Where an applicant sends several different concept notes (if allowed to do so by the Guidelines of the Call), each one must be sent separately.

The outer envelope must bear the reference number and the title of the call for proposals, together with the lot number and title, the full name and address of the applicant, and the words "Not to be opened before the opening session" and [image: image3.png]"adifire TR T cdr ey
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Concept Notes must be submitted in a sealed envelope by registered mail, private courier service or by hand-delivery (a signed and dated certificate of receipt will be given to the deliverer) at the address below:

Postal address

Department of Women Affairs, 6th floor, Room 707

37/3, Eskaton Garden Road

1000 Dhaka 
Bangladesh

Address for hand delivery or by private courier service

Department of Women Affairs, 6th floor, Room 707

37/3, Eskaton Garden Road

1000 Dhaka 

Bangladesh

Concept Notes sent by any other means (e.g. by fax or by e-mail) or delivered to other addresses will be rejected. 

Applicants must verify that their Concept Note is complete using the Checklist for Concept Note (Part A section 2 of the grant application form). Incomplete concept notes may be rejected.

2.2.3
Deadline for submission of the Concept Notes 

The deadline for the submission of Concept Notes is 7 August 2011 as evidenced by the date of dispatch, the postmark or the date of the deposit slip. In case of hand-deliveries, the deadline for receipt is at 16 hours local time as evidenced by the signed and dated receipt. Any Concept Note submitted after the deadline will automatically be rejected.

However, for reasons of administrative efficiency, the Contracting Authority may reject any Concept Note received after the effective date of approval of the Concept note evaluation (see indicative calendar under section 2.5.2).

2.2.4
Further information for Concept Note

An information session on this call for proposals will be held on 29/06/2011 at 10:00 hours at:
Department of Women Affairs
Conference hall 4th floor 
37/3, Eskaton Garden Road

1000 Dhaka 

Bangladesh

Questions may in addition be sent by e-mail or by fax no later than 21 days before the deadline for the submission of concept notes to the address below, indicating clearly the reference of the Call for Proposals:

E-mail address: fls2009dwa@gmail.com
Fax number: +880 2 9347506
The Contracting Authority has no obligation to provide further clarifications after this date.

Replies will be given no later than 11 days before the deadline for the submission of concept notes.

In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner, an action or specific activities.

Questions that may be relevant to other applicants, together with the answers as well as other important notices to applicants during the course of the evaluation procedure, may be published on the internet at  http://delbgd.ec.europa.eu and www.vgdupdwa.gov.bd, as the need arises. It is therefore highly recommended to regularly consult the abovementioned websites in order to be informed of the questions and answers published.

2.2.5
Full Application form 

Applicants invited to submit a full application form following the pre-selection of the Concept Note must do so by using the Part B of the application form annexed to these Guidelines (Annex A). Applicants should keep strictly to the format of the application form and fill in the paragraphs and the pages in order.

The elements assessed on the basis of the concept note cannot be modified by the applicant in the full application form. The EU contribution may not vary from the initial estimate by more than 20%, while the applicant is free to adapt the percentage of co-financing required within the minimum and maximum amount and percentages of co-financing, as laid down in these Guidelines under section 1.3.

Applicants must submit their applications in the same language as their concept note.

Please complete the full application form carefully and as clearly as possible so that it can be assessed properly.

Any error related to the points listed in the Checklist (Part B, Section 6 of the Grant Application form) or any major inconsistency in the full application form (e.g. the amounts mentioned in the budget worksheets are inconsistent) may lead to the rejection of the application.

Clarifications will only be requested when information provided is unclear, thus preventing the Contracting Authority from conducting an objective assessment.

Hand-written applications will not be accepted.

Please note that only the full application form and the published annexes which have to be filled in (budget, logical framework) will be transmitted to the evaluators and assessors. It is therefore of utmost importance that these documents contain ALL relevant information concerning the action. No supplementary annexes should be sent.

2.2.6
Where and how to send the Full Application form

Applications must be submitted in a sealed envelope by registered mail, private courier service or by hand-delivery (a signed and dated certificate of receipt will be given to the deliverer) at the address below:

Postal address

Department of Women Affairs, 6th floor, Room 707

37/3, Eskaton Garden Road

1000 Dhaka 
Bangladesh

Address for hand delivery or by private courier service

Department of Women Affairs, 6th floor, Room 707

37/3, Eskaton Garden Road

1000 Dhaka 

Bangladesh

Applications sent by any other means (e.g. by fax or by e-mail) or delivered to other addresses will be rejected.

Applications must be submitted in one original and 3 copies in A4 size, each bound. The full application form, budget and logical framework must also be supplied in electronic format (CD-Rom) in a separate and unique file (e.g. the full application form must not be split into several different files). The electronic format must contain exactly the same proposal as the paper version.

The Checklist (Section 6 of part B of the grant application form) and the Declaration by the applicant (Section 7 of part B of the grant application form) must be stapled separately and enclosed in the envelope.

Where an applicant sends several different proposals (if allowed to do so by the Guidelines of the Call), each one must be sent separately.

The outer envelope must bear the reference number and the title of the call for proposals, together with the number and title of the lot the full name and address of the applicant, and the words "Not to be opened before the opening session" and [image: image4.png]"adifire TR T cdr ey
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Applicants must verify that their application is complete using the checklist (section 6 of part B of the grant application form). Incomplete applications may be rejected.
2.2.7
Deadline for submission of the Full Application form

The deadline for the submission of applications will be indicated in the letter sent to the applicants whose application has been preselected.

However, for reasons of administrative efficiency, the Contracting Authority may reject any application received after the effective date of approval of evaluation report for full applications (see indicative calendar under section 2.5.2) 

2.2.8
Further information for the Full Application form

Questions may be sent by e-mail or by fax no later than 21 days before the deadline for the submission of proposals to the addresses listed below, indicating clearly the reference of the call for proposals:

E-mail address: fls2009dwa@gmail.com
Fax number: +880 2 9347506
The Contracting Authority has no obligation to provide further clarifications after this date.

Replies will be given no later than 11 days before the deadline for the submission of applications.

In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

Questions that may be relevant to other applicants, together with the answers, will be published on the internet at http://delbgd.ec.europa.eu  and www.vgdupdwa.gov.bd. It is therefore highly recommended to regularly consult the abovementioned website in order to be informed of the questions and answers published.
2.3
Evaluation and selection of applications

Applications will be examined and evaluated by the Contracting Authority with the possible assistance of external assessors. All actions submitted by applicants will be assessed according to the following steps and criteria.

If the examination of the application reveals that the proposed action does not meet the eligibility criteria stated in paragraph 2.1.3, the application shall be rejected on this sole basis.

STEP 1: OPENING & ADMINISTRATIVE CHECKS AND CONCEPT NOTE EVALUATION

The following will be assessed:

· The submission deadline has been respected. If the deadline has not been respected the application will automatically be rejected.

· The Concept Note satisfies all the criteria specified in points 1-5 of the Checklist (section 2 of part A of the grant application form). If any of the requested information is missing or is incorrect, the application may be rejected on that sole basis and the application will not be evaluated further.

The evaluation of the Concept Notes that have passed the first administrative check will cover the relevance and design of the action.

The Concept Note will be given an overall score out of 50 points in accordance with the breakdown provided in the Evaluation Grid below. The evaluation shall also verify the compliance with instructions provided in the guidance for Concept Note.

The evaluation criteria are divided into headings and subheadings. Each subheading will be given a score between 1 and 5 in accordance with the following assessment categories: 1 = very poor; 2 = poor; 3 = adequate; 4 = good; 5 = very good.

	
	Scores

	1. Relevance of the action
	Sub-score
	30

	1.1 How relevant is the proposal to the objectives and priorities of the Call for Proposals?-
	5x2**
	

	1.2 How relevant to the particular needs and constraints of the target country(ies) or region(s) is the proposal? (including synergy with other EU initiatives and avoidance of duplication)
	5x2
	

	1.3 How clearly defined and strategically chosen are those involved (final beneficiaries, target groups)? Have their needs been clearly defined and does the proposal address them appropriately?
	5
	

	1.4 Does the proposal contain specific added-value elements, such as environmental issues, promotion of gender equality and equal opportunities, needs of disabled people, rights of minorities and rights of indigenous peoples, or innovation and best practices?


	5
	

	2. Design of the action
	Sub-score
	20

	2.1   How coherent is the overall design of the action? 

In particular, does it reflect the analysis of the problems involved, take into account external factors and relevant stakeholders? 
	5x2**
	

	2.2  Is the action feasible and consistent in relation to the objectives and expected results?
	5x2**
	

	TOTAL SCORE
	
	50


** the scores are multiplied by 2 because of their importance

Once all Concept Notes have been assessed, a list will be established with the proposed actions ranked according to their total score. 

First, only the Concept Notes which have been given a score of a minimum of 30 points will be considered for pre-selection. 

Secondly, the list of Concept Notes will be reduced in accordance to the ranking to those whose sum of requested contributions amounts to four times the available budget for this Call for Proposals, taking into account the indicative financial envelopes foreseen by lot. 

Following the Concept Note evaluation, the Contracting Authority will send a letter to all applicants, indicating whether their application was submitted prior to the deadline, informing them of the reference number they have been allocated and whether the Concept Note were evaluated and the results of that evaluation. The preselected applicants will subsequently be invited to submit full applications.

STEP 2: EVALUATION OF THE FULL APPLICATION 

First, the following will be assessed:

· The submission deadline has been respected. If the deadline has not been respected the application will automatically be rejected.

· The full application form satisfies all the criteria specified in points 1-8 of the Checklist (Section 6 of part B of the grant application form). If any of the requested information is missing or is incorrect, the application may be rejected on that sole basis and the application will not be evaluated further.

An evaluation of the quality of the applications, including the proposed budget, and of the capacity of the applicant and its partners, will be subsequently carried out in accordance with the evaluation criteria set out in the Evaluation Grid included below. There are two types of evaluation criteria: selection and award criteria.

The selection criteria are intended to help evaluate the applicants' financial and operational capacity to ensure that they:

· have stable and sufficient sources of finance to maintain their activity throughout the period during which the action is being carried out and, where appropriate, to participate in its funding;

· have the management capacity, professional competencies and qualifications required to successfully complete the proposed action. This also applies to any partners of the applicant.

The award criteria allow the quality of the applications submitted to be evaluated in relation to the set objectives and priorities, and grants to be awarded to actions which maximise the overall effectiveness of the Call for Proposals. They enable the selection of applications which the Contracting Authority can be confident will comply with its objectives and priorities. They cover such aspects as the relevance of the action, its consistency with the objectives of the Call for Proposals, quality, expected impact, sustainability and cost-effectiveness.

Scoring:

The evaluation criteria are divided into sections and subsections. Each subsection will be given a score between 1 and 5 in accordance with the following guidelines: 1 = very poor; 2 = poor; 3 = adequate; 4 = good; 5 = very good. 

Evaluation Grid

	Section
	Maximum Score

	1. Financial and operational capacity
	20

	1.1 Do the applicant and, if applicable, partners have sufficient experience of project management? 
	5

	1.2 Do the applicant and, if applicable partners have sufficient technical expertise? (notably knowledge of the issues to be addressed.)
	5

	1.3 Do the applicant and, if applicable, partners have sufficient management capacity? 
(including staff, equipment and ability to handle the budget for the action)?
	5

	1.4 Does the applicant have stable and sufficient sources of finance?
	5

	2. Relevance of the action
	30

	Score transferred from the Concept Note evaluation
	

	3. Effectiveness and feasibility of the action
	20

	3.1 Are the activities proposed appropriate, practical, and consistent with the objectives and expected results?
	5

	3.2 Is the action plan clear and feasible?
	5

	3.3 Does the proposal contain objectively verifiable indicators for the outcome of the action? Is evaluation foreseen?
	5

	3.4 Is the stakeholders or partners' level of involvement and participation in the action satisfactory?
	5


	4. Sustainability of the action 
	15

	4.1 Is the action likely to have a tangible impact on its target groups?
	5

	4.2 Is the proposal likely to have multiplier effects? (Including scope for replication and extension of the outcome of the action and dissemination of information.)
	5

	4.3 Are the expected results of the proposed action sustainable:

- financially (how will the activities be financed after the funding ends?)
- institutionally (will structures allowing the activities to continue be in place at the end of the action? Will there be local “ownership” of the results of the action?)
- at policy level (where applicable) (what will be the structural impact of the action — e.g. will it lead to improved legislation, codes of conduct, methods, etc?)
- environmentally (if applicable) (will the action have a negative/positive environmental impact?)
	5


	5. Budget and cost-effectiveness of the action
	15

	5.1 Are the activities appropriately reflected in the budget?
	5x2*

	5.2 Is the ratio between the estimated costs and the expected results satisfactory?
	5 

	Maximum total score
	100


*the scores are multiplied by 2 because of their importance

Note on Section 1. Financial and operational capacity

If the score is less than 12 points for section 1, the application will be rejected.

Provisional selection

Following the evaluation, a table listing the applications ranked according to their score and within the available financial envelope will be established as well as a reserve list following the same criteria.

STEP 3: VERIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY OF THE APPLICANT AND PARTNERS

The eligibility verification, based on the supporting documents requested by the Contracting Authority (see section 2.4) will only be performed for the applications that have been provisionally selected according to their score and within the available financial envelope. 

· The Declaration by the applicant (Section 7 of part B the grant application form) will be cross-checked with the supporting documents provided by the applicant. Any missing supporting document or any incoherence between the Declaration by the applicant and the supporting documents may lead to the rejection of the application on that sole basis. 

· The eligibility of the applicant, the partners, and the action will be verified according to the criteria set out in sections 2.1.1, 2.1.2 and 2.1.3.

Following the above analysis and if necessary, any rejected application will be replaced by the next best placed application in the reserve list that falls within the available financial envelope, which will then be examined for the eligibility of its applicant and the partners.

2.4
Submission of supporting documents for provisionally selected applications 

Applicants who have been provisionally selected or listed under the reserve list will be informed in writing by the Contracting Authority. They will be requested to supply the following documents in order to allow the Contracting Authority to verify the eligibility of the applicants and their partners:

1.
The statutes or articles of association of the applicant organisation
 and of each partner organisation. Where the Contracting Authority has recognized the applicant’s eligibility for another call for proposals under the same budget line within 2 years before the deadline for receipt of applications, the applicant may submit, instead of its statutes, copy of the document proving the eligibility of the applicant in a former Call (e.g.: copy of the special conditions of a grant contract received during the reference period), unless a change in its legal status has occurred in the meantime.
 This obligation does not apply to international organisations which have signed a framework agreement with the European Commission. A list of the relevant framework agreements is available at the following address:


http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/procedures/financing/international_organisations/other_international_organisations/index_en.htm
2.
Where the grant requested exceeds EUR 500 000 (EUR 100 000 for an operating grant), an external audit report produced by an approved auditor, certifying the applicant's accounts for the last financial year available. This obligation does not apply to international organisations. This obligation does not apply to public bodies.

3.
Copy of the applicant’s latest accounts (the profit and loss account and the balance sheet for the previous financial year for which the accounts have been closed)
.

4.
Legal entity sheet (see annex D of these Guidelines) duly completed and signed by the applicant, accompanied by the justifying documents which are requested therein. If the applicant has already signed a contract with the Contracting Authority, instead of the legal entity sheet and its supporting documents the legal entity number may be provided, unless a change in its legal status occurred in the meantime.

5.
A financial identification form conforming to the model attached at Annex E of these Guidelines, certified by the bank to which the payments will be made. This bank must be located in the country where the applicant is registered. If the applicant has already signed a contract with the European Commission or where the European Commission has been in charge of the payments of a contract, a copy of the previous financial identification form may be provided instead, unless a change in its bank account occurred in the meantime.

Where the requested supporting documents are not uploaded in PADOR they must be supplied in the form of originals, photocopies or scanned versions (i.e. showing legible stamps, signatures and dates) of the said originals. However, the Legal entity sheet and the financial identification form must always be submitted in original.

Where such documents are not in one of the official languages of the European Union or in the language of the country where the action is implemented, a translation into English of the relevant parts of these documents, proving the applicant’s eligibility, must be attached and will prevail for the purpose of analysing the application.

Where these documents are in an official language of the European Union other than English, it is strongly recommended, in order to facilitate the evaluation, to provide a translation of the relevant parts of the documents, proving the applicant’s eligibility, into English.

If the abovementioned supporting documents are not provided before the deadline indicated in the request for supporting documents sent to the applicant by the Contracting Authority, the application may be rejected.

Based on the verification of the supporting documents by the Evaluation Committee it will make a final recommendation to the Contracting Authority which will decide on the award of grants.

2.5 
Notification of the Contracting Authority’s decision

2.5.1 Content of the decision

Applicants will be informed in writing of the Contracting Authority’s decision concerning their application and, in case of rejections, the reasons for the negative decision.

Applicants believing that they have been harmed by an error or irregularity during the award process may file a complaint. See further section 2.4.15 of the Practical Guide.

2.5.2 Indicative time table 

	
	DATE
	TIME*

	Information meeting (if any)
	29/06/2011
	10:00

	Deadline for request for any clarifications from the Contracting Authority
	17/07/2011
	16:00

	Last date on which clarifications are issued by the Contracting Authority
	27/07/2011
	-

	Deadline for submission of Concept Notes 
	07/08/2011
	16:00 local time

	Information to applicants on the opening & administrative checks and concept note evaluation (step 1)
	13/08/2011
	-

	Invitations for submission of Full Application Form
	03/09/2011*
	-

	Deadline for submission of Full Application Form
	18/10/2011*
	16:00 local time

	Information to applicants on the evaluation of the Full Application Form (step 2)
	27/11/2011*
	-

	Notification of award (after the eligibility check) (step 3)
	12/12/2011*
	-

	Contract signature
	30/12/2011*
	-


*Provisional date. All times are in the time zone of Bangladesh


This indicative timetable may be updated by the Contracting Authority during the procedure. In such case, the updated timetable shall be published on internet at http://delbgd.ec.europa.eu and www.vgdupdwa.gov.bd.
2.6
Conditions applicable to implementation of the action following the Contracting Authority's decision to award a grant

Following the decision to award a grant, the Beneficiary will be offered a contract based on the Contracting Authority's standard grant contract (see Annex F of these Guidelines). By signing the Application form (Annex A of these Guidelines), the applicant declares accepting, in case where it is awarded a grant, the Contractual conditions as laid down in the standard grant contract. 

If the successful applicant is an international organisation, the model Contribution Agreement with an international organisation or any other contract template agreed between the international organisation concerned and the Contracting Authority will be used instead of the standard grant contract provided that the international organisation in question offers the guarantees provided for in the applicable Financial Regulation, as described in Chapter 6 of the Practical Guide to contract procedures for EU external actions.

Implementation contracts

Where implementation of the action requires the Beneficiary to award procurement contracts, it must award the contract to the tenderer offering the best value for money, that is to say, the best price-quality ratio, in compliance with the principles of transparency and equal treatment for potential contractors, care being taken to avoid any conflict of interests. To this end, the Beneficiary must follow the procedures set out in Annex IV to the standard grant contract.

3.
List of annexes

DOCUMENTS TO be completed

Annex A: Grant Application Form (Word format)

Annex B: Budget (Excel format)

Annex C: Logical Framework (Excel format)
Annex D: Legal Entity Sheet (Excel format)

Annex E: Financial identification form

DOCUMENTS FOR INFORMATION
Annex F: Standard Grant Contract

-
Annex II:
General conditions applicable to european union-financed grant contracts for external actions

-
Annex IV:
contract award procedures

-
Annex V:
standard request for payment

-
annex VI:
model narrative and financial report

- annex VII:
model report of factual findings and terms of reference for an expenditure verification of an EU financed grant contract for external actions

- annex VIII:
model financial guarantee 

-Annex IX:
standard template for transfer of ownership of assets

Annex H: Daily allowance rates (Per diem), available at the following address: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/procedures/implementation/per_diems/index_en.htm
Annex I: Standard Contribution agreement, applicable in case where the Beneficiary is an International organisation 
ANNEX J: Information on the tax regime applicable to grant contracts signed under the call.

Annex K: Action Fiche: Food and Livelihood Security. 
Project Cycle Management Guidelines 

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/multimedia/publications/publications/manuals-tools/t101_en.htm  
�	Estimated total accepted costs = estimated total eligible costs + taxes, including VAT, where the beneficiary can show it cannot reclaim them (unless one of the exceptions to the proof obligation apply).


�	Where a grant is financed by the European Development Fund, any mention of European Union financing must be understood as referring to European Development Fund financing.


�  International organisations are international public-sector organisations set up by intergovernmental agreements as well as specialised agencies set up by them; the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the International Federation of National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, European Investment Bank (EIB) and European Investment Fund (EIF) are also recognized as international organisations.


� 	Such nationality being determined on the basis of the organisation's statutes which should demonstrate that it has been established by an instrument governed by the national law of the country concerned. In this respect, any legal entity whose statutes have been established in another country cannot be considered an eligible local organisation, even if the statutes are registered locally or a “Memorandum of Understanding” has been concluded.  


�	If the applicant's legal personality has been recognised in a country eligible under this section pursuant to the Council of Europe Convention n. 124 on the Recognition of the Legal Personality of International Non-Governmental Organisations (�HYPERLINK http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/Commun/QueVoulezVous.asp?NT=124&CM=8&DF=07/03/2011&CL=ENG ��http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/Commun/QueVoulezVous.asp?NT=124&CM=8&DF=07/03/2011&CL=ENG�), the official evidence issued by the country concerned under the said Convention shall determine the nationality of the organisation.  


�	Where the applicant and/or (a) partner(s) is a public body created by a law, a copy of the said law must be provided


�	To be inserted only where the eligibility conditions have not changed from one call for proposals to the other.


� 	This obligation does not apply to natural persons who have received a scholarship, nor to public bodies nor to international organisations. It does not apply either when the accounts are in practice the same documents as the external audit report already provided pursuant to section 2.4.2.
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