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ANNUAL WORK PROGRAMME FOR GRANTS

of the Ministry of Women and Children Affairs of Bangladesh
Food Security 2009 Programme: Food and Livelihood Security (FLS)
1. Basic act and Financing source

The basic act for this action is the regulation (EC) No 1905/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 2006 on establishing a financing instrument for development cooperation. 

This action will be financed by budget line: 19100101.
2. Objectives of the programme, priorities for 2011 and expected results

The overall objective of the FLS programme is to improve food security of rural ultra-poor households in the North-western districts of Bangladesh.

The FLS programme purpose is defined as ‘Fifty thousand ultra-poor female headed households, and thirty thousand ultra-poor marginal farmer and share-cropper households in the south-western part of Rajshahi Division have improved food security and livelihoods and are mainstreamed in the overall development process’.

Four results are expected under FLS:

Result 1
Increased production and consumption of nutritious food

Result 2
Improved household income and livelihood from non-agricultural activities

Result 3
Improved revenues and productivity for marginal farmers and share-croppers

Result 4
Increased social inclusion and community coherence
The focus of the grants is to work with groups of either ultra-poor women-headed households or marginal farmers and small-scale share-cropper households in Naogaon, Natore and Nawabganj districts in achieving the FLS objectives and results.
3. Eligibility conditions

· be legal persons and 

· be non profit making and
· be specific types of organisations such as: non-governmental organisations, public sector operators, local authorities, international (inter-governmental) organisations as defined by Article 43 of the Implementing Rules to the EC Financial Regulation
, and
· be nationals of a Member State of the European Union
 or of any developing country eligible or of a country member of OECD/DAC, according to article 31 paragraph 1 & 2 and annex I & II of the regulation (EC) N° 1905/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 2006, establishing a financing instrument for development cooperation. This obligation does not apply to international organisations, and
· be directly responsible for the preparation and management of the action with their partners, not acting as an intermediary, and
· be registered with the NGO Affairs Bureau of Bangladesh at least one year before the date of the call for proposals and have proof of that registration. This registration is not required for those NGOs without permanent representation in Bangladesh who operate through local implementing partners, but it is mandatory for their local partners to be registered with the NGO Affairs Bureau. This obligation does not apply to International Organisations, and
· in case the applicant is a local NGO, it must be a partner organization of Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation (PKSF) (reference year 2010), and
· all local partners involved in social transfers (allowances, inputs and assets) under FLS to beneficiaries must be partner organizations of Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation (PKSF) (reference year 2010). This obligation does not apply to local partners of International Organisations, and 
· in case of International NGOs, have had an office in Bangladesh or have worked with local NGO partners in North-western Bangladesh in the area of food security, poverty alleviation, agriculture or rural development for at least three years during the period 2000-2010, and 

· applicants must have at least 5 years proven track record in the successful management and implementation of interventions of at least one project targeting ultra-poor women with a minimum total project value of € 2 million during the period 2000-2010, and
· applicants or at least one of their partners must have at least three years experience with agricultural interventions in North-western Bangladesh during the period 2000-2010.
Potential applicants may not participate in calls for proposals or be awarded grants if they are in any of the situations which are listed in Section 2.3.3 of the Practical Guide to contract procedures for EU external actions (available from the following Internet address: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/procedures/index_en.htm).
4. Selection and award criteria

The evaluation will be carried out in accordance with the procedures set out in the Practical Guide to contract procedures for EU external actions.
5. Maximum rate of European Union financing

The European Union will finance up to 99% of the total budget of the proposed activities. The balance must be financed from the applicant's or partners' own resources or from resources other than the European Union budget. It is not allowed to ask a financial contribution from the final beneficiaries for the financing of that balance.
6. Schedule of calls for proposals

The call for proposals is foreseen to be launched in April 2011, with a schedule of submission of the applications by July 2011.
7. Indicative amount of calls for proposals

The overall indicative amount under this call for proposals is € 21 250 000. The Contracting Authority reserves the right not to award all available funds.
� International organisations are international public-sector organisations set up by intergovernmental agreements as well as specialised agencies set up by them; the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the International Federation of National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, European Investment Bank (EIB) and European Investment Fund (EIF) are also recognized as international organisations.


� Such nationality being determined on the basis of the organisation's statutes which should demonstrate that it has been established by an instrument governed by the national law of the country concerned. In this respect, any legal entity whose statutes have been established in another country cannot be considered an eligible local organisation, even if the statutes are registered locally or a “Memorandum of Understanding” has been concluded.
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