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I am delighted to attend this gathering of the Diplomatic Correspondents Association of Bangladesh and to contribute to the discussion on a topic of immense concern to all: the fight against terrorism. Both Bangladesh and the European Union have sadly faced the scourge of terrorism and both are searching for ways in which to tackle this threat most effectively. 

Recent attacks in the EU, including the Madrid bombings of 2004 and the London bombings of 2005, have further galvanized the EU’s efforts to address terrorism. Whilst individual EU Member States unquestionably retain the prime responsibility to protect their citizens, it has been recognized that joint action by the 27 countries and the EU institutions, including the European Commission, can help to reinforce counter-terrorism activities. There are those who argue that the fundamental characteristics of the EU – open borders, freedom of movement and fluid exchanges of goods, capital, services within our borders – provide oxygen to terrorist activities. I do not believe that such arguments hold water. 
First, there have been careful efforts to balance the cultivation of such freedoms with proper and full regard for security concerns. Since the entry into force of the Treaty of Amsterdam in 1997, the EU has been committed to building an area of freedom, security and justice through closer co-operation. So, whilst it is true that there is visa-free movement within the EU borders, and no checks at frontiers as a consequence of the Schengen system, it is also true that the external borders of the EU have been reinforced, including through the operationalisation in 2005 of FRONTEX, the independent EU agency based in Warsaw tasked with enhancing border co-operation amongst EU Member States. Other legal and institutional measures which have contributed to the strengthening of collective EU efforts include the creation of a European Arrest Warrant, EUROPOL, EUROJUST and determined efforts to choke off the funding of terrorist groups, not least through EU legislation to suppress money laundering. 


Second, it is only realistic to acknowledge that no society can be rendered wholly invulnerable to terrorism. If a balance between freedom and security is not drawn properly, there is a risk that governments actually serve the purposes of the terrorists by overly circumscribing the freedoms to which the terrorists are so opposed. If the freedom of movement for EU citizens within EU borders were to be abolished tomorrow, the economic, financial and social consequences for the EU would be incalculable and would lend a sense of victory to the terrorists. 
Third, cross-border threats such as terrorism require cross-border solutions. Those who are against greater co-operation amongst EU Member States, and who argue from narrow national perspectives in the EU context, are ignoring this simple fact. Just as environmental pollution is not constrained by national boundaries, so terrorism spreads its tentacles across the globe. We have had reminders of this fact in the South Asian region only too recently, with the attacks in Mumbai and the discovery of links between the Green Crescent madrassah in Bangladesh and the UK. 
It is also vital that counter-terrorism strategies tackle the root causes of terrorism and that both “soft” and “hard” power tools are deployed. The EU has won recognition for its ability to mobilise soft power, including through political engagement and development co-operation. In addition, the European Commission is delivering around 400 million euros for specific counter-terrorist activities in 80 countries. The EU has identified violent radicalization, based on an abusive interpretation of islam, as the main present-day terrorist danger to the EU. In combating such radicalization the role of development co-operation is evident, not least as grinding poverty, lack of opportunities and education may all contribute to increasing the appeal of extremist ideologies. That is not to say that all terrorists come from poor, uneducated backgrounds: indeed, there is plenty of evidence to suggest that well-educated and relatively prosperous individuals are drawn into extremist circles. This is a reminder that, in fighting terrorism, we must avoid being drawn into stereotyping and simple conclusions: terrorism and the causes of terrorism are complex and require a multi-faceted response. 
There is much that the EU and Bangladesh can learn from each other in taking the fight against terrorism forward and we must continue to co-operate also at the international level, not least in an effort to broker an elusive agreement on a comprehensive UN Convention against terrorism. 
We will now move to a powerpoint presentation which will explore EU policy in more detail.

