Cultural Festival of Indigenous People in Bangladesh
Dhaka, 2 December 2009
Speech by H.E. Dr. Stefan Frowein, Ambassador and Head of European Commission to Bangladesh 
I'm delighted to attend this 'Indigenous People Cultural Festival 2009'. Thanks to its success over the last few years, this festival has practically become an unmissable annual appointment!  I'd like to thank the artists, artisans, dancers and singers involved, as well as UNDP for helping with the organisation. And I'm also happy to see all the participants and visitors who, once again, are help to make this festival an important success which both brings attention to issues related to indigenous people and celebrates the cultural diversity that Bangladesh enjoys.

This annual festival is one of many important outputs of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Development Facility project., By ensuring that all Indigenous Groups in Bangladesh are equally represented, and their rights valued and respected, the CHT Development Facility is actively contributing to the promotion of development, confidence and sustained peace in the CHT and beyond. 
For the European Union, which has been the major donor of this project since 2005, this initiative is very inspiring. It motivates us further to continue supporting indigenous people in both our political work and in our programming of technical assistance. 
The European Union has a long history of co-operation with and supporting indigenous peoples all over the world. Our experiences have given us a good understanding of the problems that  indigenous peoples face, including the risk of losing their customs and traditions which are crucial to their identity. This is why we fully support initiatives to encourage cultural diversity as part of the effort to ensure that these fundamental aspirations and rights are acknowledged and fully respected. 
But this festival goes even further! It celebrates the diversity of Bangladesh's peoples, products, traditions and languages in the many events which are going to happen in these coming days. These include the exhibition and sale of jewellery, painting, assorted textiles, handicrafts, cookery, art, dances and song. In all, almost forty different and very distinct indigenous groups are represented.
This celebration should help Bangladeshis to be proud of the wealth of their country's cultural diversity, and to acknowledge the immense contribution given by the indigenous peoples to the history of the country, to its construction and to its development. I would encourage everybody who at this event to work to promote this precious and unique heritage and at the same time to protect it as a delicate treasure that sometimes needs to be sheltered from the risk of being damaged or lost. 
May I close by wishing all the participants and spectators an enjoyable and stimulating time. 
Thanks to all
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