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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me start by thanking the UNDP and Ministry of Local Government for organising this seminar here today and for inviting me to be a speaker.

I am delighted to be here today because governance is definitely a key objective of the European Union's support to Bangladesh, just as it is in many other countries where the EU is involved in development assistance. In our Country Strategic Paper, governance and human rights a key focal area. Our support aims at strengthening efficiency of governance institutions, improving delivery of public services and promoting human rights and minority rights. The amount dedicated to this focal area represents more than a quarter of our total allocation for the 2007-2010 National Indicative Programme in Bangladesh (€60 million) and will continue until 2013 with a similar commitment of €54 million.

Good governance has been identified by Government and development partners alike as the crucial underpinning to pro-poor growth and development in Bangladesh.  Our strategy is embedded in Bangladesh's own development policy, the PRSP. Good governance provides the fundamental basis for economic development. Our overall objective is to support improvements in the core areas of governance in order to ensure pro-poor growth, economic development and employment creation that benefit the whole society.

At the national level we already have major actions such our support for electoral voter lists and strengthening public expenditure management programme. But what is good governance without good local governance? In a country of more than 150 million inhabitants, we still need to spread the principles of good governance down to the Upazillas, the Union Parishad and then to the villages.
Here with LGSP-LIC the focus is really to serve both the core and the capacity of the functioning of the local authorities and to serve the interests of the citizens. Supporting capacity-building for elected local councils (the Union Parishads), supporting community empowerment and supporting the Ministry of Local Government are all actions which we've planned in our Country Strategic Paper. Our objectives are to ensure improved government service delivery, strengthen local governments, and improve community participation, especially women.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

You may be wondering whether these programmes enough to really create a change in Bangladesh. If we look at the effectiveness of our actions, we can first of all say that we are now together covering the whole country and that there is regular dialogue such as common meetings, missions, conferences such as today's and a growing sense of unity of action toward common goals. LGSP is one important piece of the puzzle which has to continue. Secondly we should not forget the richness of the Bangladesh Civil society with its hundreds thousands of NGOs. 
The European Union Funding of LIC started in 2007 with a contribution of 5 Million Euros. LIC is a very innovative project and I think many lessons from it can be very useful for all of us: government, development partners and, of course, even more, for Union Parishads members and communities all around the country.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am very happy with the constructive dialogue which the European Union enjoys today with the Government of Bangladesh on political issues, including on issues of governance. We appreciate the present Government’s commitments to improving governance in Bangladesh through LGSP project. And, I should like the take the opportunity to raise two issues:

One is the harmonization and dissemination of guidelines to all the Union Parishads. This seems to be a big managerial challenge for Union Parishads, but I nevertheless recommend that harmonization be one the top of priorities.

Secondly the implementation of annual and multi-annual plans is vital for all local government institutions. The elections coming up in the next year should be a great opportunity to implement this planning process. This would be very useful for improving community participation and transparency in the delivery of vital public services.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am sure this workshop will be a great opportunity to select the best experiences of LIC project and to think about the way to share and implement the lessons learned. I am grateful to you for your attention, as well as to UNDP and Ministry of Local Government for organising this seminar here today and for inviting me to be a speaker. And I should like to close by wishing all the participants an enjoyable time and fruitful debates during this workshop.
Thank you all very much!
