Launching Ceremony of “Do You See My World”, a photographic journey into the lives of adolescent children in Bangladesh.

Bangabandhu International Conference Center, 19 November 2009 at 4:00pm

Marking the 20th Anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN CRC) and the Universal Children Day

Joint event organised by UNICEF and the Delegation of the European Commission to Bangladesh
*************************************
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure for me to be here today to open the photo exhibition illustrating the lives of adolescent girls and boys in Bangladesh. 

This year marks three important anniversaries. Firstly, it is the 20th anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. It marks 30 years since the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) came into being. And, last but not least, it is the 10th birthday of the ILO Convention 182 which outlaws the worst forms of child labour.
However, the daily reality for millions of children worldwide is still in sharp contrast to what it should be according to the comprehensive international framework of instruments, standards and commitments. Millions of children still face major threats to their survival. They lack the chance of quality education, proper health and social care. There are still many victims of the worst forms of child labour, sexual exploitation and violent abuse, as well as of diseases and armed conflict. Others are forced into early marriages and have to endure harmful traditional practices, while yet more are exposed to discrimination, marginalization and exclusion. Girls face particular risks and discrimination. 

The EU is determined to use its external human rights policy for the promotion and protection of all the rights of children, taking into account children's best interests and their rights to protection from discrimination and participation in decision-making processes. 
The acceptance by almost all the world's States of obligations in the field of children’s rights provides a strong basis for engagement between the European Commission and non-EU countries. This does not apply to all human rights issues.

The European Union has made significant progress in this area in recent years, including the adoption of policies specifically targeting children's issues. We also embrace other sectoral issues which do not exclusively target children's rights but have important effects on them, for instance on issues such as asylum and immigration. Indeed, practically no policy decision is neutral to children's well-being: at every opportunity it should be possible to make a positive difference. This is why it is so important that we not only speak to children, but also that we listen to them.

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Social progress can only be achieved when children’s rights are high in the political agenda and addressed as a systematic and distinct concern. We are glad to see that the Government of Bangladesh is committed to addressing children`s rights in the years to come. We hope that it will live up to its commitments and fulfill as many as possible of the recommendations made in June this year by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child.

All our efforts must aim to creating a child-friendly society in which children can feel protected and, above all, actively involved. In this respect, the EU highly values the intense and constructive partnership with UNICEF.
Together with the Government, we can make a difference to the fulfillment of children’s rights to survival, development and protection. 
Thank you.
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