Meeting with Diplomatic Correspondents Association Bangladesh
Hotel Sheraton, November 28th 
EU-Bangladesh Relations
It is my pleasure and privilege to address the Diplomatic Correspondents Association of Bangladesh. Throughout my five years in Bangladesh, I've been pleased to cultivate a close relationship with the media in Bangladesh and to have witnessed the tireless work of journalists in this country.

This is almost certainly my last meeting with the Diplomatic Correspondents Association, as my time as EU Ambassador to Bangladesh is drawing to an end. I should therefore like to share with you my thoughts about Bangladesh and my hopes for this country's future:
EU-Bangladesh relations: key points
· Relations are stronger than ever
· The EU is the biggest market for Bangladesh's exports
· We are key allies in tackling climate change
· The EU is the biggest donor of humanitarian aid to Bangladesh as well as one of the major donors of development assistance
Foreign policy

· Lisbon Treaty entered into force last year: new name (EU DEL), new recruitment (next Ambassador could be from a national diplomatic service), no MS presidency

Climate change

· Strong alliance between Bangladesh and EU

· Global Climate Change Alliance (Asian LDCs) co-hosted in Dhaka in May; Bangladesh PM and EU Commissioner with representatives of Afghanistan, Bhutan, Cambodia, Laos, Maldives, Myanmar and Nepal
· GCCA support for Asian LDCs' efforts to tackle climate change including € 8.5 million for the implementation of Bangladesh’s Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan
Politics and democracy

· Government one-third into its elected term: inherited ongoing difficulties (energy, transport, political violence), faced new challenges (mutiny)

· Some notable milestones: climate change strategy (updated) and leadership, Bangladesh development forum, joint cooperation strategy
· Ongoing need for Government and Opposition to develop constructive relationship

· Continuing independence of Election Commission, democratic elections
· Abolition of 5th Amendment: process seems to strengthen the rule of law

· Chittagong Hill Tracts: Important to make substantial progress on implementing the Peace Accord (window of opportunity)
Human rights and major trials

· Disappointed by ongoing use of death penalty (for all crimes)

· Continue to be impressed by independence and professionalism of upper courts

· Bangladesh Rifles Mutiny trials: ongoing – concern about death penalty
· War Crimes trials: for Bangladesh to decide whether to bring perpetrators of crimes to trial, but EU concern about death penalty – see full LTT
· (For labour rights / BCWS, see Trade & economic issues)
Civil society and the media
· Civil society and the media are both important factors in sustaining freedom and democracy and defending human rights
· Note that both (CSOs and journalists) sometimes face attempts to intimidate them: the diplomatic community monitors reports of these
· The EU takes reports of abuse seriously and raises concerns if appropriate, but normally we depend on the legal process to judge whether allegations are justified
Trade and economic issues

· Recent labour unrest in the garments industry: both sides need to ensure that they act lawfully, and that allegations of wrongdoing are dealt with using due legal process
· Clean Clothes Campaign et al: international NGOs very critical of Government; risk of consumer boycotts in EU and US which would hurt both workers and employers in Bangladesh
· BCWS: welcome moves towards due legal process, we would expect a free and fair trial to assess the evidence

· SPS issues (shrimps, agricultural): consumer safety is paramount to import controls and testing etc, no account is taken of the strength of political relations

Humanitarian aid and development assistance
· EU is the biggest donor of humanitarian aid to Bangladesh: Aila and Sidr (cyclones), Haor (flash floods), Rohingyas (extreme poverty)
· Development assistance: the EU, other partners and the Government signed the 2010-2015 Joint Cooperation Strategy in June to strengthen cooperation

