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Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great pleasure to address the opening of this conference.

I am not a climate change specialist. And yet, as someone with a longstanding interest in environmental affairs and a background in green politics, I am of course very much aware of the seriousness and complexity of the issue.

It is now more than thirty years since scientists from the United Nations Environment Programme, World Meteorological Organisation and the International Council for Science concluded that the potential threats from climate change were sufficient to warrant an international programme of co-operation in research into the issue.

At that time the scientists considered that, due to scientific uncertainties, the development of a management plan for CO2 would be premature. However, in 1985 a conference of these organisations in Villach (Austria) placed climate change firmly on the international political agenda, as the scientists then concluded that the need for government action was far more urgent than they had previously thought.

The Villach conference warned that the first half of the 21st century could witness a rise in global mean temperatures which would be greater than any in man’s history. Twenty-five years later, as the Head of the EU Delegation to Bangladesh in the first half of the 21st century, I can confirm that the need for government action around the world remains urgent!

Estimates suggest that by 2050, 70 million Bangladeshi people could be affected annually by floods, and eight million by drought. By then, as much as 8% of Bangladeshi territory could have been lost  to inundation if sea levels rise by the projected 43cm. In the longer term, one third of the country's territory could be lost if sea levels rise by a metre.

The EU and Bangladesh, and other countries, have moved beyond the realisation that the problem is urgent, and have started taking action. Here in Bangladesh, we're pleased that the Government has adopted a detailed Strategy and Action Plan for Climate Change.

Development partners' money for vulnerable countries to tackle climate change should be provided in addition to standard development assistance financing. There is now a growing awareness that climate change causes additional difficulties for vulnerable countries' development, over and above their conventional needs for development, and actions to combat climate change should be funded accordingly.

I’m happy to welcome that an agreement is close to being reached by Bangladesh and the 4 contributing donors – DFID, Sweden, EU and Denmark – together with the World Bank, to move forward to establish a “Bangladesh Climate Change Resilience Fund”. I look forward to the Resilience Fund being fully established as soon as possible, so that the funding can be used to address the many problems that climate change is creating and worsening here in Bangladesh.

I would like to end by welcoming the fact that both the European Commissioner for Climate Action and the honourable Prime Minister of Bangladesh are here today, underlining the importance of this event.

Thank you for your attention!

