Workshop on Jute Based Composite Material (JUTIN)

IJSG Conference Room, 15 March at 10:30 am
[Ladies and] gentlemen,

It is a great honour for me to attend this morning's workshop.

Jute is traditionally used in manufacturing packing and coarse fabric such as hessian, sacking, carpet, carpet backing cloth etc. But, as synthetic fibres are proving more durable, jute is facing tough competition for these uses. This makes it important to discover alternative uses of jute for the economic viability of the industry and also to support the many people in Bangladesh who rely on the jute sector of the economy for their livelihoods.
In the past jute has been one of Bangladesh's main exports, supporting millions of farmers and factory workers. In the 1950s and 60s, almost 80% of the world’s jute was produced in Bangladesh. Due to various setbacks including the introduction of cheaper substitutes, the market declined and jute started to lose its dominant position.
In the 1990s jute was still a major earner of Bangladesh's foreign exchange, and its contribution to the national economy is still significant with some 1.5 million people involved in the sector. However by 2004 jute's share of Bangladesh's total exports had fallen to only 3 percent.
[Ladies and] gentlemen,

Jute is inherently environmentally friendly because of its properties such as bio-degradability. These give it numerous advantages over artificial polymer fibre products. I note that the Environment Minister, Dr Hasan Mahmud, has sought the World Bank's cooperation in revamping the jute industry to promote jute usage. 
The sort of composite materials that are being developed have the potential to be used in Bangladesh, for example in construction. This is important because it means that marketing activity and potential commercialisation can begin here rather than in other countries. This has the potential to create jobs here in Bangladesh rather than abroad, and means that the start-up costs of such activity should be relatively low.
At the same time, developing the materials in Bangladesh doesn't mean that they shouldn't also be exported. Indeed jute is already exported for alternative uses abroad, including in Europe's car manufacturing industry. Recently an export ban on jute temporarily disrupted this trade, which was somewhat unfortunate, so I'm pleased to note that the ban was lifted and that export activity quickly resumed.

[Ladies and] gentlemen,

Finding alternative markets for jute is vital for the economic viability of the industry and for the many people in Bangladesh whose livelihoods are based on growing and processing jute. Developing new composite materials that use jute as one of their major inputs is one such way of expanding demand for jute.
More generally, the development of innovative activity such as the commercialisation of new composites is a potentially important part of Bangladesh's economic development. It creates knowledge-based, high value-added jobs which are sustainable and create new wealth in the country.
I therefore greatly welcome today's meeting, and hope very much that it will lead to successful development of new jute-based products here in Bangladesh.
Thank you all very much for your attention!
