Post-Copenhagen Roundtable on Climate Change
Introductory Remarks of H.E. Ambassador Dr Stefan Frowein
Delegation of the European Union to Bangladesh

BIISS Centre – 2nd February 2010
Chief Guest: Mrs. Motia Chowdhury (Minister for Agriculture)
Distinguished staff of the Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies
Ladies and gentlemen, 

Climate change is happening faster than we believed only two years ago. Continuing with business as usual almost certainly means dangerous, perhaps catastrophic, climate change during the course of this century. This is the most important challenge facing today's generation of politicians. 

Just last week the European Union formalised its support for the Copenhagen Accord on climate change and set out its commitments to cut emissions of greenhouse gases. These consist of a unilateral commitment to reduce the EU's overall emissions by 20% of 1990 levels and a conditional offer to increase this cut to 30% provided that other major emitters agree to take on their fair share of a global reduction effort.

We in the European Union are determined to move ahead rapidly with implementing the Copenhagen Accord in order to make progress towards the agreement that we need to hold global warming below 2°C. The Accord provides a basis on which to build this future agreement, and we are urging all countries to associate themselves with it and to notify actions for inclusion as we are doing.

By adopting its Strategy and Action Plan for Climate Change, Bangladesh has already made very good progress in starting to prepare for effective and efficient action in line with the Copenhagen Accord. Bangladesh's Strategy forms a sound basis for such work because it covers adaptation measures in some detail, and also because it allows room for absorbing international financing for mitigation measures.

As one of Bangladesh's main development partners, the EU is committed to helping Bangladesh to cope with the many challenges ahead in this area. Support to environment and climate change adaptation for the poorest people is already a vital part of our Country Strategy Paper for Bangladesh.
As a low-lying and highly-populated country, Bangladesh is of course highly vulnerable to climate change. But its Strategy is already fairly advanced in its identification of adaptation measures. Having a detailed strategy in place could give Bangladesh a head start over other countries in making use of the global financing which is being made available following the Accord. Instead of still needing to work out its Strategy, Bangladesh may already be able to start using the financing to establish delivery mechanisms and run pilot schemes to help the millions of people here whose livelihoods are threatened by climate change.
To that end the EU – together with the UK, Denmark, Sweden and the World Bank – is setting up a Multi-Donor Trust Fund to support implementation of Bangladesh's climate change Strategy. The EU has already committed 8.5 million Euros to the Fund.
Ladies and gentlemen, swift action is needed to make operational key elements of the Copenhagen Accord such as fast-start financing for developing countries, the fight against deforestation and the development and transfer of low carbon technologies. The next steps in the international arena are that another round of UN negotiations will take place for two weeks in May-June. And I'm happy to be able to say that the EU and Bangladesh stand shoulder-to-shoulder as allies in the international campaign to stop climate change!

Of course there are some differences in the details of our positions. But the key thing is that both the EU and Bangladesh agree on the key principles of an agreement to tackle climate change. We believe that an agreement must be global. We agree that such an agreement must radically cut back on global emissions of greenhouse gases, especially for developed countries. And we consider that substantial global financing is needed to enable developing countries around the world to adapt to climate change and to control their emissions.

Ladies and gentlemen, it's been a great pleasure for me to address this roundtable.
And I thank you for your attention.

BACKGROUND (1): POST-COPENHAGEN STATE OF PLAY
Copenhagen Accord

The Copenhagen Accord was the main outcome of the UN climate change conference held in Copenhagen from 7 to 19 December 2009. The 2-1/2 page accord was negotiated on the final day of the conference by the leaders of some 28 developed and developing countries and the European Commission. These countries account for over 80% of global greenhouse gas emissions. The Conference then took note of the Copenhagen accord. The secretariat of the UN climate change convention invited Parties to declare by 31 January whether they wish to be associated with the Copenhagen Accord. The Accord sets the same date for developed countries to submit their emission reduction targets, and for developing countries to submit their emissions mitigation actions.
EU notification

In the letter from the Commission and the Presidency of the Council, the EU reconfirms its commitment to a negotiating process to achieve the strategic objective of limiting the increase in global average temperature to below 2°C above the pre-industrial level. The Copenhagen Accord recognises the scientific view that global warming should be kept below 2°C in order to prevent dangerous climate change, but it does not include any global emission reduction targets for respecting this limit.

The letter restates the EU's position that keeping below 2°C requires global emissions to peak by 2020 at the latest, to be reduced to at least 50% below 1990 levels by 2050 and to continue to decline thereafter. To this end, and in line with the findings of the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), developed countries as a group should reduce their emissions by 25-40% below 1990 levels by 2020 and developing countries should achieve a substantial deviation below the currently predicted emissions growth rate, in the order of 15-30% by 2020, the letter continues.

It underlines the full commitment of the EU and the Member States to continue negotiations with a view to agreeing as soon as possible, within the UN framework, a legally binding international agreement for the period starting 1 January 2013, when the Kyoto Protocol's first commitment period expires.

Next steps

Heads of State and Government will assess the post-Copenhagen situation at the Informal European Council on 11 February.

The next round of UN negotiations will take place for two weeks in May-June.
BACKGROUND (2): CLIMATE-CHANGE RELATED OPERATIONS BY THE EUROPEAN UNION IN BANGLADESH

In September 2009 the Government of Bangladesh adopted the Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan (BCCSAP). The document provides an overview of different adaptation strategies and briefly outlines mitigation issues. It also describes a ten year program built on six pillars to develop the capacity and resilience of the country to meet the challenge of climate change over the next 20-25 years.

The EC is committed to assist Bangladesh to cope with the many challenges ahead in this area and specially to assist the most vulnerable communities in the framework of the BCCSAP. Support to environment and climate change adaptation for the poorest is recognized as a vital non-focal sector in the Country Strategy Paper for Bangladesh 2007-2010. The allocations to the sector may be revised in the Mid-Term review as everybody recognized that climate change is likely to increase the frequency of extreme weather conditions and to reduce land area through sea level rise in the years ahead.

ECHO responds rapidly to humanitarian crisis caused regularly by natural disasters in Bangladesh. In the case of cyclone Sidr that hit Bangladesh coast in November 2007, besides the ECHO support the EC mobilized 13 million Euros under Instrument for Stability to help local communities to rehabilitate their livelihood.

Current EU assistance is not limited to humanitarian responses once disasters have occurred. Long-term strengthening of disaster preparedness is a critical adjunct to such support and the EC has made a contribution of 13 million Euros to the Government of Bangladesh Comprehensive Disaster Management Programme Phase-II (UNDP-coordinated) to that end.

Two ongoing NGO-cofinancing projects related to disaster risk reduction are respectively enhancing community based cyclone shelter management and minimizing susceptibility to monsoon related flooding in haor (low-lying) villages.

The EU in collaboration with the World Bank, UK, Denmark and Sweden is setting up a Multi Donors trust Fund to support the Government of Bangladesh to implement the BCCSAP. The EU has committed 8.5 million Euros from the Global Climate Change Alliance to the Fund.
