PART ONE: HUMAN RIGHTS AND BANGLADESHI POLITICS
1. How do you see the overall human rights situation in Bangladesh?

Overall, I'd describe the situation as mixed: a mixture of good and bad.

First, let's talk about the positive side. The country has a sound Constitution, and democratic mechanisms are improving. There is a democratic government which is reasonably committed to strengthening human rights generally and to implementing the Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace Accord. The media is largely free, and there is a strong civil society. Women are well-represented at the very highest levels of political office. The media covers the opinions of the political opposition as well as of the Government, and is not afraid to make its own criticisms of the rich and powerful.
All of these good aspects of the situation are important to us, not only as positive things about Bangladesh to celebrate for their own sake but also because they provide a sound basis for tackling the bad aspects.
Now, the negative side. Much of this concerns the use of violence and torture, especially by powerful people against less powerful people and against powerless people. I'm not sure that a single day goes by without us seeing media reports of horrors such as extra-judicial killings, deaths in custody, killings of local-level political party figures, or violence against women and children. We have occasionally seen evidence of stories being suppressed, but I'd underline that it's very a good thing that the media and civil society organisations are generally willing and able to report on human rights abuses. It's just as important that most senior Government figures are committed to tackling these problems and to strengthening the rule of law in Bangladesh. And we in the European Union and in the broader international diplomatic community are helping with this and are always willing to consider ways in which we can do more to help. Even when violence appears to do some good, the good is only temporary. The evil it does is permanent.
It's now 11 years since Bangladesh acceded to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. In 2002 the OPCAT – the Optional Protocol to that Convention – was adopted at the fifty-seventh session of the General Assembly of the United Nations. This protocol to the convention is primarily concerned with preventing violations and is based on the premise, which is supported by practical experience, that regular visits to places of detention are an effective means of preventing torture and deaths in custody. This preventive approach aims to ensure that sufficient safeguards against ill treatment are in place and that any problems or risks are identified and addressed. The international community has recommended that Bangladesh should accede to OPCAT, and I understand that this matter may now be under consideration by the Government.

2. Despite repeated assurances from the Government's leaders, extra-judicial killings continue. Reports of custodial killings appear in the press almost every day, to the great concern of human rights organizations. What are your thoughts about this?
Well, first of all let me say that I understand the pressure that the Government and security forces under on these issues. Bangladeshi critics of such killings seem to be only a small minority of the population. Many victims of extra-judicial killings by so-called "cross-fire" seem to be unpleasant characters: I think they're typically believed by most people in their communities to be guilty of crimes which nevertheless go unpunished. Similarly, everyone was appalled by the brutality of the Bangladesh Rifles mutiny this February and therefore consider it to be justified if some of those accused meet their end before going to trial.

So I think there is a lot of public pressure on the Government and security forces to continue such abuses of human rights. And foreign critics of such abuses, including my colleagues and I from the European Union, are considered by many to be out of touch with the brutal reality of the situation in Bangladesh outside the diplomatic zone.
But the brutal reality is that tolerating such abuses amounts to a "deal with the Devil". Abuses of human rights are abuses of power, and experience all over the world shows that abuses of power have a habit of multiplying. For example, once members of security forces feel that they can kill or torture people without being punished, it's easy for them to threaten people more generally and then to use such threats to start systematically extorting bribes.
4. Bangladesh has been witnessing confrontational politics since 1991. The politics of conflict led to 1/11. The BNP has been boycotting the parliament, making various allegations against the Government – just as the Awami League did when the BNP was in power. How do you think the Government can resolve this so that democracy gains strong ground in the country? 

This basically is an internal political matter for Bangladesh to resolve, and it is not for us in the international community to interfere or mediate. But of course we are aware of the schisms not only in Parliament but in Bangladeshi society between supporters of the two main parties. I think common sense should tell us that it is up to both major parties to resolve this. 
Despite the present situation in the Parliament itself, it's encouraging to see that the BNP is actively represented in the parliamentary committees that oversee the work of Government ministries as well as in the all-party parliamentary working groups. The deliberations of such working groups and committees is in some ways more significant than plenary sessions, and it is to both side's credit that they have found a willingness to cooperate in such a format. Of course it will reflect even better on both parties, and on Bangladesh more generally, if they can find a compromise that ends the boycott.
PART TWO: INTERNATIONAL ISSUES AND THE LISBON TREATY
3. How Bangladesh can promote its business to EU countries? How you can help Bangladesh in this regard?

Well, firstly, I'm happy to note the European Union has for several decades now provided Bangladesh with the best possible market access. Bangladesh's exports now enjoy tariff- and quota-free access to the EU under the "Everything But Arms" package for Least Developed Countries. In 2008 Bangladesh exported 5.4 billion euros worth of goods to the European Union and imported some 1 billion worth of goods from EU.
We don't mind having almost 4 billion euro trade deficit with Bangladesh, as we see this as beneficial for Bangladesh's development! Indeed, since the mid-1980s when Bangladesh became a major exporter of readymade garments, the EU has always "enjoyed" a trade deficit with Bangladesh. The EU has been Bangladesh's number one trade partner for several years now. It is the destination of about half of Bangladesh's total exports.
The main items Bangladesh exports to the EU are readymade garments (90%), frozen food (6%), leather, jute and tea. This represents only a very limited number of export products. There is, therefore, a need for diversification of the export range. However, the most effective way for the Government to encourage product diversification is probably to see how the private sector develops by itself and then to take carefully chosen facilitating steps where necessary. 
The overall objective of the EU's commitment in the area of Trade Related Technical Assistance (TRTA) is to support the integration of Bangladesh into the world trading system in order to create increasing income and employment for the poor, in line with the target Bangladesh has set in its poverty reduction strategy. The EU wants to contribute to an improved regulatory framework for trade, increased competitiveness of small and medium sized enterprises, and export diversification. The EU is one of the largest donors of TRTA for Bangladesh: a total allocation of € 80 million in multilateral is justified both by the relevance of the sector for the country's growth and the importance of the trade partnership.

5. What would you say regarding the compensation claims of developing countries from the developed countries for the damage caused to the climate?

I disagree with the idea that the principle of compensation is morally or legally applicable in this case. Since the beginnings of time, people everywhere have considered the atmosphere to be a practically unlimited resource for common consumption. But it's only in the past 25 years or so that scientists have become increasingly convinced that man-made emissions are so great that they've started to raise global temperatures significantly. Moreover, the damage is neither intended nor targeted: climate change is a global phenomenon, and its impact on a country reflects that country's geography rather than its level of economic development.
Having said that, the EU and Bangladesh agree on the key principles of an agreement to tackle and adapt to climate change. We believe that an agreement must be global. We agree that such an agreement must radically cut back on global emissions of greenhouse gases, especially for developed countries. And we consider that substantial global financing is needed to enable developing countries around the world to adapt to climate change and to control their emissions.

Concerning how much money is involved, the EU estimates that by 2020 the total costs of climate in developing countries could amount to around EUR 100 billion annually. This includes both mitigation and adaptation costs: that is, the costs of controlling emissions and the costs of adapting to climate change. These should be met through a combination of developing countries’ own efforts, the international carbon market, and international public finance.
6. There has been demand from developing countries for free movement of people like free movement of goods. How do you think developing countries including Bangladesh can export their human resources to European countries? 

Even within the EU, we have still not achieved full freedom of movement of people between Member States. Facilitating the legitimate movement of people from outside the EU is even more problematic. But it is important to do as much as posible, focusing in particular on travel by groups for whom travel is a vital part of their work. Examples are businessmen, students, scientists and policy-makers.
7. What other developments do you think are most relevant for the EU and Bangladesh?
A historic development in the EU's relations with other countries is taking place right now, with the entry into force on 1 December of the Lisbon Treaty. This will bring the Commission's and Member States' foreign policy officials closer together, by creating a joint European External Action Service composed of officials from the Member States and EU institutions.
