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The Death Penalty

Opening statement by Stefan Frowein, Delegation of the European Commission to Bangladesh

The European Union is in the vanguard of international efforts to abolish the death penalty. As part of these efforts, this Saturday (10th October) has been designated as "World Day against the Death Penalty".
The EU’s strong position is that the death penalty is fundamentally incompatible with full respect for human rights, and does not serve as a genuine deterrent to crime.

We in the EU are trying to get the Death Penalty abolished worldwide through forums such as the United Nations, support for projects under the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights, and by representations to governments by way of political dialogue and demarches. 

There is no doubt that the use of the Death Penalty globally is in retreat, with 139 countries now classified as abolitionist in law or in practice. Over 55 countries have abolished the Death Penalty for all crimes since 1985. Most recently, Argentina, Uzbekistan, Burundi and Togo and the US State of New Mexico.

Once abolished, the Death Penalty is seldom reintroduced. Since 1985, only 4 abolitionist countries reintroduced DP.

Last year, only about 25 countries actively carried out death sentences: Amnesty International reported that 2,390 people were executed. Of these, some 93 percent were in only 5 countries: China, Pakistan, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the USA.
In countries such as Bangladesh, the Death Penalty is still widely perceived by many people as a fitting punishment for terrible crimes. However, there are areas of concern to us that are not widely discussed, such as the proliferation of offences for which the death penalty can be imposed. So a key challenge for us here is to try to ensure that the arguments for and against the death penalty are fully exposed.
I look forward to this morning’s deliberations as a contribution to the debate on the death penalty in Bangladesh.

